CRITTERS LETTERS 


7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115 


Dear Kim, 

Listen, if you want a letter from me, 
just ask for it! I mean, printing the only 
letter I have ever written to Critters twice 
is a little obvious! 

All right, if you want one, you’re 
gonna get one! 

First of all, I really like the one-story 
format, and you find yourself liking 
stories that you didn’t like in the an- 
thology. In my case that is “Duck ‘Bill’ 
Platypus.” When it started in #34 I hated 
it and I didn’t read the other stories. But 
then I received Critters #41. (You have 
to order them over here a few months 
before so I didn’t know what story was 
in it.) I had paid for it so I was going 
to read it whether I liked it or not. So 
I started reading and guess what. . .? 

I loved it! I started reading all the other 
stories, and now I’m hooked on “Duck 
‘Bill’ Platypus’! Please give me more! 

Onto another strip: “Tails from the 
Darkside.” Will there ever be an entire 
issue devoted to this strip? And of course 
there is Milton’s “Gnuff,” the reason for 
buying Critters. Will the old stories be 
reprinted in a special book, like you will 
be doing with Fission Chicken (‘Fish” 
to the fans)? 

I will be watching you guys very care- 
fully and you’ll hear from me in a few 
months again, so don’t print this letter 
twice, Kim! 

Rene Stoops 

The Netherlands 
PS: Todd Bustillo should read Critters 
#41 a few times; maybe that could 
change his opinion about “Duck ‘Bill’”! 


Howdy, Critters folks, 

This is a commentary letter all the way 
from Europe-Scandinavia-Finland. Hope 
you don’t put it into the trashcan instant- 
ly. Read—and if possible, publish—it 
first. 

First, I have to agree with Mr. J.H. 
Sain. According to my calculations, the 
most “popular” sexual action in Amer- 
ican comic books is rape! Yes, I said 
American comics. Finnish comics fre- 
quently use more “usual” sexual actions. 
Well, we are just degenerate Europeans. 
On the other hand, unnecessary sex in 
Stories is too frequent—sometimes 
several pages are filled by it only because 
no one can think of anything else. 
(Though I have to say I haven’t read 
Omaha. 

To those who instantly start to call me 
a sex freak: I’m a single and virgin male. 

The cover of Critters #40 seems 
suspiciously familiar. The same kind of 
cover was on a Woody Woodpecker 
album published in Finland—only on 
that, the characters were Woody and the 
walrus (the mayor, I don’t know what his 
name is in English). I suspect something 
—both stories were made by Milton. 

Issue #39 (Fission Chicken) was a 
great story. I like FC.—though it initially 
reminded me of the old cartoon character 


Superchicken but is definitely better! In 
fact, the story would be very well re- 
ceived in Finland—there has been lots 
of babbling about the negative effects of 
commercialism—in a way, they fear that 
Vortoxians have landed in Finland with 
satellite TV channels. Although, despite 
what I’ve heard some yankees say, Fin- 
land is not a socialistic country (not yet, 
anyway—let’s see what the unification of 
Europe will make us). 
See ya—or, actually, your comic books 

—around. 

Vesa Lehtinen 

Tampere, Finland 


®@ Oddly enough, Critters seems to have 
had a strong following in foreign coun- 
tries—this despite the fact that funny- 
animal comics have traditionally not 
been that welcome outside of America 
(with the exception of the Disney stuff). 
Odd. 

As for Vesa’s query: like a number of 
“Gnuff’’ stories, ‘‘Enchantment’’ was 
actually a re-worked Woody Woodpecker 
story. See Amazing Heroes #129 for full 
details on the unique history of Freddy's 
duck/woodpecker/dragon tales. 

—KIM THOMPSON 


Dear Sirs, 

Ihave recently picked up Critters #44, 
and when I read the inside of the front 
cover, and found out that you were dis- 
continuing the series, I was more than 
slightly aggravated. Although I have been 
a fan for only a couple weeks, I’m pret- 
ty sure that I’m just as enraged as if I’'d 
been a fan for many years. The only 
problem is that I do not know who to be 
furious at! 

But, on a lighter note, I was wonder- 
ing if you had any pins, T-shirts, posters, 
and stickers for any other characters than 
Blue Beagle, RoboHop, or Quax Bed- 
room. Preferably Lionheart. 

I would like to thank you for all of your 
hard work and all of your time to make 
this the best comic series I have ever 
read! 

Thanks, 

Sam Kelso 
Hemet, CT 


Dear Kim, 

I could see it coming when Critters 
dropped the anthology format, but it’s 
no less unwelcome. Damn. Well, you’ve 
carried the flag high for four years, and 
I hope future comics historians will be 
able to point to Critters as one of the 
magazines that kept funny-animals in the 
public eye and allowed the great resur- 
gence of the 90s. Dream, dream. 

Anyway, a great run with a great finish 
coming, and a pretty decent ‘Blue 
Beagle” story to accompany the bad 
news. 

Say Fission Chicken, 

Philip M. Cohen 
West Chester, PA 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS, 
PRIVATE BUSINESS 


I REALLY HATE To ADMIT IT, BUT : 
MY 3oB DOES HAVE ITS GOOD POINTS. 
a TOMORROW, WHIMSY WORLD WILL 

LAT UNVEIL A SPECTACULAR NEW 
Soe EDUCATIONAL ATTRACTION; SPONSORED 
BY THE VAST NUTRICO CORPORATION, 

ITIS SAID To HAVE COST THIRTY 
MILLION. AS PART OF A PROMOTIONAL 
CAMPAIGN, THEY'VE INVITED LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS TO SEND A SINGLE 
REPRESENTATIVE EACH, FOR A 
SNEAK PREVIEW. 
FOR A MINIMAL BRIBE, LOU LET ME 
HAVE THE ASSIGNMENT. 


IN A MOMENT, 
GENTLEMEN YOU WILL 
BE THE FIRST To RIDE 
INTO THE NUTRICO 
PAVILION , "WE ARE 
WHAT YOU EAT”... A 
REMARKABLE JOURNE 
INTO THE PAST, PRESE 
oe Re as OF GQOD 
‘TI HOSTED 
EVERYBODY'S FANORITE 
CARTOON STARS! 


AS VICE-PRESIDENT oF 4 \ 
NUTRICO, LT WELCOME YOU 
AND GUARANTEE YOU A 
WONDERFUL TIME ... AND 
HOPE You'LL GUARANTEE 
NS ME A WONDERFUL. REVIEW. 


NOW, IF YOU'LL FORM A LINE TO 
THE RIGHT, WE CAN BEGIN 
~w LOADING’ PASSENGERS. 
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LEPRECHAUN 


AND YOou'RE... 
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UNDERWEAR! 


is /\T'S BLEMISH. 
OH,NO... IT'S 
NOT... IS IT.. 


YEAH-- 1. FORGET 
WHAT SHOW HE'S FROM. ) 


My L'VE GOT ALOT REMEMBER 
AND CHAT, BUT You ‘A ON MY MIND AND 
hea ME ATA I'M OVERDUE f 'sust say” 
BAD TIME... FOR A SEIZURE 
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YOO-HOO,! mr. scALDING! 
MIND IF = ASK WHAT IN 
HELLS GOING ON? |S 
THIS PART OF THE SHOW 
OR WHAT? 


THE WAY... I DON'T SEE 
YBODY FOLLOWING You. 


f SO I'VE HEARD.. ain 
AA PRANK, I'D WAGER. 


Tc NERVE 


BASTARDS! 


: os = von 
= \ 


aN 


= 


F PaWOO7 NEED 


SOMETHING TO CALM 
ME DOWN... o 


Too LATE TO GET 


SHOCK THERAPY, 
THOUGH... 


THAT SHouLD 
DO IT,,. THERE’LL 
BE QUITE A 
SURPRISE AT 
TOMORROW'S 
OPENING. 


\T'LL BE AN 
EDUCATION 
ALL RIGHT. 


3SIGHE JUST A LITTLE 
MORE WORK HERE, AND 
CAN GO HOME. 
‘HOME |S WHERE THE 
HARP IS", THEY SAY. 
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ANY TROUBLE. 


Y WELL, HEY, A Guy's GOTTA EAT, 

fF YOU KNOW... TRY DOING THAT 
WITHOUT OPENING YoUR MOUTH 
AND MAYBE YOU WON'T BE SO 
QUICK TO JUDGE ME. 


SOUNDS LIKE You’VE BEEN IN 
THE MEDICINE CHEST AGAIN... 
DON'T YOU KNOW THAT STUFF 

IMPAIRS YOUR JUDGEMENT? 
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NO,NO... YOU'RE THINKING OF 
EGAL. DRUGS-- I'M ON A 
TCH ENT SPONSORED 


"THANKS TO EATMORE!”). > 


COME ON, LISTEN 
TO REASON. IF NOT 
REASON, LISTEN 

TO CASH... WHAT'S 
YOUR PRICETAG? 
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BY A DOGMATIC G-MAN. 


CO. 
= > 


BACK! SPAWN OF ¥ 
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LOOKS LiKE THE 
BIRD COULD USE 
SOME HELP 

Ww DOWN THERE... 


COME ON, 
LET'S GO! 


RA 


EAT 
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SCUMBAG! 


... HAVE IT YOUR WAY, ‘ 


YOU STRIPE -HEADED 
LIBERAL WEENIE! 


HAVEN'T YOU EVER 
HEARD OF WERPONS 
, ESCALATION? 


PERFECT 
CHECKUPS, 


HEY! For cryin’ our l 
LOUD! YOU DON'T HAVE 

TO KILL HIM! JusT 
WHAT IN HELLIS 
GOING ON HERE? 


NONE OF YOUR 
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UP ON ME, EH? . 
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WAS AIMING 
FOR YOUR TAIL. 
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THE FRAMEWORK! 


YOU'RE TOO LAT 
TELL YOUR PALS 
AT THE PENTAGON 
TO START POLISHING 
OP THEIR 
RESIGNATIONS. 


YOWTcH! 
FEELS LIKE 
I LANDED 


ON THE 
CHRYSLER, 
BUILDING! 


SO, YOU WANT To 

SILENCE ME, EH? 

KIND OF TREADING 

THAT FINE LINE 

BETWEEN 

CENSORSHIP 

AND MURDER, 
AREN'T YOU?_{ 


I DON'T WORK FOR NUTRICO OR 
UNCLE SAM-- I'M A REPORTER! 
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You're KIDOING, 
LRIGHT... A REPORTER?! 
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BOY, AM I GLAD To sEE YOU-- 
YOU'VE GOT TO TELL THE WORLD 
ABOUT NUTRICO.. 


DON'T LISTEN 
TO HIM-- HE'S 

_¢ FANTASTICALLY 
pee UNBALANCED. 


THEY MUSTN'T 
BE ALLOWED 
TO HIDE BEHIND 
A FACADE OF 
SQUIRRELS AND 
DANCING FISH! 


OH, YEAH? YOU SHOULD TALK- 
WHY DON'T YOU TELL. US WHAT 
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ELVIS PRESLEY ii 7 
NANCY SINATRA.. SPEEDWAY |S 
THAT OLD GUY A CODE NAME 
FROM THE FOR THE NEW 
LUCY SHOW... PERFORMANCE 
DRUGS” THE 
MILITARY |S 
TRYING TO 
DEVELOP. 
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THAT WAS CONVENIENT 
TIMING -- YOU ARE A 
6-MAN, AREN'T You? 
HE WASN'T ENTIRELY 
SBS act Spcentin 
PEED 
TRUE? 
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WHY SHOULD YOU'D BETTER 
I TELL YOU PRODUCE SOME 
ANYTHING -- IDENTIFICATION 
WHAT IS THIS, WHEN TI TELL 
IXTY THE POLICE 
MINUTES? ABOUT THAT 
GUN You'Re 
CARRYING. 


DON'T MESS WITH ME, 

PUSS-- I CAN DESTROY 

YOUR CREDIT RATING, 
LIKE THAT! 


TELL IT TO 
THE WARREN 
COMMISSION. 
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NONETHELESS, GOOD LUCK-- 
WHEN HE WAKES HE'S GOING 
UP, I. PLAN To TO BE WAKING 


INTERVIEW HIM. UP WITH A 


FRONTAL. 
| LOBOTOMY. 
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REMAIN IN THE pe esion: AS WE 
PRESENT A SHORT FILM- 
TITANOSCOPE SURROUNDSCREEN: 

“THE Re ce LEORCY 
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USEDA LITTLE , 
HELP, CONAN! 


| YES, OUR INVOLVEMENT ie THE 

¥ FOOD INDUSTRY 1S SO VAS 
THAT EXPERTS ESTIMATE THAT 

) OVER HALF THE FOoD You 

| CONSUME HAS BEEN HANDLED 
BY NUTRICO AT SOME POINT». 


WE ALSO TARE AN INTEREST YS 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY, BY 
SPONSORING FOOD DRIVES, 

ANTI- DRUG PROGRAMS, ° 

THE ARTS... 
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WE DON'T KNOW’! 
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PR ve ‘ 
BETTER FOOD \ maces ; BUT-- HAVE You EVER HEARD 
\ THEY'RE BUILDING... / OF SPEEDWAY? How ABOUT 


RIP HAMMER? 
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NOPE,,, THEY'RE NOT IN A SHOW OF PATRIOTISM ,NUTRICO HAS 
SCHWARZENEGGER CONTRACTED TO DO RESEARCH AND 
FILMS, THEY’RE DRUGS. 
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DRUGS TO INCREASE 
ALERTNESS, AGILITY... | 


AGGRESSION... TO 
ELIMINATE SLEEP 
FATIGUE... 
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AND, LET'S BE SERIOUS, ONLY 
AN IDIOT WOULD BELIEVE sucH 
DRUGS \WOULD STAY IN THE 
WH SERVICE AND NOT END UP IN 
THE STREETS! 


K 
LIVENED UP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD, 
YOU’RE GONNA JUST LOVE 
SPEEDWAY! 


\ 
DON'T BE SURPRISED NI 
IF THIS IS ALL NEWS 
TO YOU -- NUTRICO'S 
NOT QUITE AS PROUD 


a ° a 
y AS YoU LEAVE THE 
AUDITORIUM, LET ME 
REMIND YoU NOT 
) TO VISIT OOR, 
CONCESSION STAND 
4 OUTSIDE. 
> 


OF THESE PRODECTS 

AS THEY ARE ABOUT, | 
SAY, "THE WIGGLY 2) 
BUDDIES EASTER 
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§ SO--FoR MoRE 
INFORMATION , WRITE 
YOUR, CONGRESSMAN-- 
OR CONTACT NUTRICO 

a AT 1-800 EAT FOOD. 
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Epilogue 


IN THE WEEKS SINCE 
I BROKE THE STORY, 
SALES OF NUTRICO 
PRODUCTS HAVE 
FALLEN BY TWENTY 
PERCENT, AND THE 
CONGRESS HAS LAUNCHED 
YET ANOTHER INQUIRY 
INTO DEFENSE SPENDING. 
SCALDING HAS BEEN 
RETIRED-- Now THE 
POOR GUY WILL HAVE To 
: mene ALONG on 
LION-A-YEA 
PENSION. e 


NUTRICO'S PAVILION 
HAS BEEN REPAIRED 
AND 1S NOW PLAYING 
TO RECORD CROWDS; 
THEY'VE MANAGED To 
REEP PROTESTERS OUT. 


BLEMISH HAS NOT 
UNDERGONE A FRONTAL 
LOBOTOMY-- BUT HE {S 
IN DE- Tox. 


BUZZ WAS RELIEVED 
OF DUTY PENDING 
INVESTIGATION -- SO, 
NATURALLY, HE'S 
HIT THE LECTURE 
CIRCUIT, ON A 
DOUBLE-BILL. WITH 
BEER MAGNATE 
JOSEPH CURS. 


HIS INCOME HAS 
TRIPLED. 


PERSONALLY, ='M 
PRETTY HAPPY... MY 
STORY HAS DONE 
SOME GOOD; I'VE 
BEEN INVITED TO 

A TALK SHOW , MADE 
A FEW HEADLINES. 


AND, MUCH TO My 
RELIEF, MY 
CREDIT RATING 
HASN'T CHANGED 
A BIT. 
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